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How this Project Came to Be…
Brandon Stanton - created the original Facebook page and website Humans 
of New York.  It started as a project taking 10,000 photographs of the 
people of New York, now it is a world-wide phenomenon of people telling 
their stories. 

The 8th-grade students were given an opportunity to do this exact same 
project here at West Oak.  Speaking and Listening is an area of struggle in 
ComArts. As a way to cover these standards and get the students engaged 
why not have them do this same concept?  They went out and interviewed 
3 people - someone in the school, someone from their home life, and 
anyone else they felt was important to tgem. 

What you will see is just a small taste of their hard work, effort, and 
amazing interview skills!

Humans of West Oak Website

https://sites.google.com/dist76.org/humans-of-west-oak/home


Here are some of the questions: 

● What is one specific thing you are taking away 
from the Humans of West Oak Unit? 

● How do you think what you learned in this 
unit will transfer to other classes? 

● What is something that you enjoyed in this 
unit? Explain why. 

● What was something you disliked about this 
unit? Explain why. 

● If you could do this unit over again, what 
would you do differently? Explain why.

● What is something you still need to work on or 
improve upon? 

● What can Mrs. Salzman do differently with this 
unit? Explain why.

At the end of every unit, students are asked 
reflect on how they felt things went. 



Let’s Hear 
from the 
Students!



Mikaela “Shane” Torres



Gautam 
Suresh



Yareli Bollas



Aaliyah Jones



Based on the success of this unit, it is something that will be done each 
year in 8th grade. The students had a great time getting out of the 
classroom and speaking to different people, as well as telling their own 

stories to those who would listen. 

In addition to my class, in 8th grade, art students do a portrait grid 
drawing. A grid drawing allows students to improve their accuracy. 
They learn how draw realistic facial features using different gradients 
of charcoal or different shades of colored pencils. Students chose a 
person that was influential in their life. (family member, friend, someone 

who is famous, etc)
If the student was in Mrs. Salzman's class they chose between the 

three people that they interviewed.



Thank 
you!


